
  A Level 
Politics 

 
Why study Politics? 

We are living in a world that is rapidly and constantly changing. Politics and the role of Government underpins 
much of this change, from the implementation of new laws, giving or limiting rights and freedoms, to the 
complete upheaval of entire political systems. By exploring the fundamental structure of our own government 
and the government of America as well as discovering the ideologies that form the foundation of political theory, 
we can understand the complex nature and impact of these changes in to the 21st century. 

 
What is the course structure? 

We will be following the AQA syllabus from 2017. 

Paper 1 
The Government of the UK 
 
Students will develop an understanding of the workings of British politics, ranging from the role of 
the Government, how parliament operates and the various aspects of creating laws and policies and 
their implementation. Students will address some of the most important controversies surrounding 
politics in the UK such as whether Lords should be elected, how much power the Scottish, Welsh 
and Northern Irish parliaments should have and just how effective the opposition can be when they 
are in crisis.  
 
The Politics of the UK 
 
When considering the political landscape of the UK, it is vital to look beyond the ‘nuts and bolts’ of 
government and policy. Students will explore the concept of democracy, the different factors that 
affect our voting behaviour as well as the various ways we elect representatives in the UK. Students 
will develop an understanding of the origins, organisation and ideologies of the main political 
parties in the UK. They will also appreciate the relative importance of minor parties in modern British 
politics. Students will also explore the influence of external forces on British politics including 
pressure groups and the evolving role of the EU.  
 
Assessment: 
Written exam: A Level – 2 hours (combined with unit 1) 
At A Level, students are required to answer a combination of mid length and extended written 
answers worth 77 marks. The unit is worth 33.3% of the total A Level. 
 
Skill tested: 
Students will be required to develop an understanding of key political themes and concepts and 
be able to address them critically. They will be expected to compare and contrast political 
institutions and theories. Students will be required to address important controversies in British 
politics and be able to explore differing views to create their own analysis. 
The unit is worth 33.3% of the total A Level. 

 

Paper 2 
Government and Politics of the USA  
 
This unit focuses on the workings of American politics, looking at the structure and role of the 
political system, the ideological values of the main political parties and the changing nature of 



democracy in the USA. Students will explore the origins and importance of the Constitution, the 
role of the media and the various branches of the government in the development of policies and 
laws. Students will address the key issues surrounding the election, functions and powers of 
representatives to the Senate, Congress and office of President. This unit is a comparative study; 
students will need to utilise their studies in other units to allow this comparison.  



 Visits: political institutions such as Westminster and beyond; interaction with political figures, both locally 
and nationally, Higher Education institutions. 

 


